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When "1-In-100-Year' Floods Happen
Often, What Should You Call Them?
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The Mississippi River is rising again as torrential rain falls across much of the
Midwest. It's the latest in a series of storms that have flooded major cities and small
communities along the length of the Mississippi and Missouri rivers on and off for

more than a month.

In some places, homes and businesses in what's known as the 100-year flood plain
have been hit by multiple floods in a matter of weeks. One St. Louis suburb has now
suffered three major floods since 2015, at least two of which were approximately 1-in-

100-vyear events.
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‘When these sorts of floods happen back to back, many residents might start to

wonder: Why are they even called 100-year floods?
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After Hurricane Florence hit North Carolina last year, then-Gov. Roy Cooper told
reporters, "When you have two 500-year floods within two years of each other, it's

pretty clear it's not a 500-year flood."

During record-breaking flooding in South Carolina in 2015, then-Gov. Nikki Haley
attempted to explain the storm's magnitude, saying, "We are at a 1,000-year level of
rain in parts of the low country. What does that mean? We haven't seen this level of

rain in the low country in 1,000 years. That's how big this is."




